
Itziar Okariz’s 2012 performance Itziar Okariz’s 2012 performance 
Chapter 2 V.W.Chapter 2 V.W. sees her undertake  sees her undertake 
the repeated reading of a passage the repeated reading of a passage 
from Virginia Woolf’s seminal work from Virginia Woolf’s seminal work 
A Room of One’s OwnA Room of One’s Own (1929). Over  (1929). Over 
the course of roughly thirty minutes, the course of roughly thirty minutes, 
Okariz will present this work, per-Okariz will present this work, per-
forming something akin to live ed-forming something akin to live ed-
iting, whereby the first concept or iting, whereby the first concept or 
word of the passage is subtracted word of the passage is subtracted 
in each recitation until the text com-in each recitation until the text com-
pletely disappears. pletely disappears. 

Chapter 2 V.W.Chapter 2 V.W. first arose follow- first arose follow-
ing an invitation to comment on a frag-ing an invitation to comment on a frag-
ment from Woolf’s essay, and in this ment from Woolf’s essay, and in this 
particular fragment Woolf describes particular fragment Woolf describes 
a landscape that shrinks with each a landscape that shrinks with each 

repetition until it disappears. Each repetition until it disappears. Each 
recitation of the fragment by Okariz recitation of the fragment by Okariz 
underlines a different element in the underlines a different element in the 
text, drawing the audience’s aware-text, drawing the audience’s aware-
ness to every component, right down ness to every component, right down 
to the smallest unit of meaning. to the smallest unit of meaning. 

Based off two lectures Woolf de-Based off two lectures Woolf de-
livered at Newnham College and Gir-livered at Newnham College and Gir-
ton College, both women’s colleges ton College, both women’s colleges 
at the University of Cambridge, the at the University of Cambridge, the 
performative aspect of the spoken performative aspect of the spoken 
word—one often lost now that the word—one often lost now that the 
essay is rendered in print—is also essay is rendered in print—is also 
repeated here, taking Woolf’s writ-repeated here, taking Woolf’s writ-
ing off the page and staging it for an-ing off the page and staging it for an-
other attentive audience ninety-three other attentive audience ninety-three 
years later. For Okariz, this work sits years later. For Okariz, this work sits 

within a larger practice committed within a larger practice committed 
to questioning the rules of language. to questioning the rules of language. 
It also sees It also sees p l a y b i l l  p l a y b i l l  engage with a engage with a 
more overtly literary work, one that more overtly literary work, one that 
draws on Torpedo Theater’s own draws on Torpedo Theater’s own 
programming with the literary and programming with the literary and 
spoken word communities of Amster-spoken word communities of Amster-
dam and beyond.dam and beyond.

PROGRAMMEPROGRAMME
8 pm 8 pm 
Introduction to Okariz’s workIntroduction to Okariz’s work

8.10 pm—Performance 8.10 pm—Performance 
Chapter 2 V.W.Chapter 2 V.W.

8.45 pm—Drinks 8.45 pm—Drinks 

IMAGEIMAGE A scanned page from a 2014  A scanned page from a 2014 
edition of Virginia Woolf’s edition of Virginia Woolf’s A Room of A Room of 
One’s OwnOne’s Own (Penguin Books, London). (Penguin Books, London).

COLOPHON COLOPHON Torpedo Theater is a long-running, thirty-seat theatre in the heart of Amsterdam’s city centre. Originally founded by Torpedo Theater is a long-running, thirty-seat theatre in the heart of Amsterdam’s city centre. Originally founded by Het ParoolHet Parool, a Dutch national , a Dutch national 
newspaper, the theatre has been committed to the spoken, written and performed word from the beginning. p l a y b i l l  is an event-based project invested in newspaper, the theatre has been committed to the spoken, written and performed word from the beginning. p l a y b i l l  is an event-based project invested in 
the presentation of experimental language and text-based artistic works on the (small) stage. It is curated by Martha Jager and Isabelle Sully, and designed the presentation of experimental language and text-based artistic works on the (small) stage. It is curated by Martha Jager and Isabelle Sully, and designed 
by Maud Vervenne. p l a y b i l lby Maud Vervenne. p l a y b i l l ::  ACT IIIACT III has been made possible thanks to the Karin van Ringen Fonds and Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel Centrum. has been made possible thanks to the Karin van Ringen Fonds and Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel Centrum.

Featuring a spoken word Featuring a spoken word 
performance by Itziar Okarizperformance by Itziar Okariz
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