
Originally trained as a sculptor, up-Originally trained as a sculptor, up-
state New York-based seminal per-state New York-based seminal per-
formance artist Linda Montano (1942) formance artist Linda Montano (1942) 
started working with performance and started working with performance and 
video in the early 1970s. Informed video in the early 1970s. Informed 
by her devout Roman Catholic upbring-by her devout Roman Catholic upbring-
ing and two years spent at Maryknoll ing and two years spent at Maryknoll 
Convent School, Montano’s practice has Convent School, Montano’s practice has 
sought to dissolve the divide between sought to dissolve the divide between 
art and life by exploring autobiography, art and life by exploring autobiography, 
ageing and death through durational, ageing and death through durational, 
spiritual and ritualistic acts and gath-spiritual and ritualistic acts and gath-
erings. An early example of this is the erings. An early example of this is the 
video video Mitchell’s DeathMitchell’s Death (1977), in which  (1977), in which 
she mourns the sudden death of her she mourns the sudden death of her 
ex-husband. In a ceremonial manner, ex-husband. In a ceremonial manner, 
she tells her story in a monotone voice she tells her story in a monotone voice 
reminiscent of Buddhist chanting, reminiscent of Buddhist chanting, 
while her face is pierced with acu-while her face is pierced with acu-
puncture needles. Practices of dura-puncture needles. Practices of dura-
tion and ritual were further explored tion and ritual were further explored 

in in 7 Years of Living Art7 Years of Living Art (1984–1991),  (1984–1991), 
for which she dressed in monochro-for which she dressed in monochro-
matic colours, spoke in a specific  matic colours, spoke in a specific  
accent and spent a portion of each accent and spent a portion of each 
day in a coloured room in her home, day in a coloured room in her home, 
listening to a particular tone. Each listening to a particular tone. Each 
year of this durational performance year of this durational performance 
was additionally in correspondence was additionally in correspondence 
with the energetic qualities of one of with the energetic qualities of one of 
seven chosen chakras.seven chosen chakras.

For ACT X, upon the request of For ACT X, upon the request of 
p l ay b i l lp l ay b i l l, , Montano revisits Montano revisits TheThe  55  Johns Johns 
of John St.of John St.  (Mildred’s Death)(Mildred’s Death), a work , a work 
from 1990 originally released into the from 1990 originally released into the 
world in the form of a publication. The world in the form of a publication. The 
text, which takes the shape of a hospi-text, which takes the shape of a hospi-
tal journal, logs the last sixteen days tal journal, logs the last sixteen days 
of the life of Montano’s mother Mildred of the life of Montano’s mother Mildred 
Kelly Montano, who died of colon can-Kelly Montano, who died of colon can-
cer in 1988. Largely devoid of emo-cer in 1988. Largely devoid of emo-
tion, structured by day, hour and often tion, structured by day, hour and often 

by minute, the notes document these by minute, the notes document these 
final days through medication and final days through medication and 
food intake, bathroom visits, check-food intake, bathroom visits, check-
ups by doctors and sounds present. ups by doctors and sounds present. 
Through adopting a highly orderly Through adopting a highly orderly 
and objective manner—mimicking a and objective manner—mimicking a 
supposedly medical way of handling supposedly medical way of handling 
information—the work transforms into  information—the work transforms into  
a meditation on death, providing a a meditation on death, providing a 
ritualistic companion throughout the ritualistic companion throughout the 
grieving process. It is often said that grieving process. It is often said that 
death brings with it a loss of words on death brings with it a loss of words on 
part of the griever, it being an expe-part of the griever, it being an expe-
rience wherein language often fails rience wherein language often fails 
us. Recited over a Zoom call for the us. Recited over a Zoom call for the 
very first time, Montano revisits this very first time, Montano revisits this 
text thirty-six years after her mother’s text thirty-six years after her mother’s 
passing, articulating and enunciating passing, articulating and enunciating 
the ongoing and continued process of the ongoing and continued process of 
grieving through a trust in language grieving through a trust in language 
and what it can conjure into being. and what it can conjure into being. 

PROGRAMMEPROGRAMME
8pm 8pm 
Introduction to Linda MontanoIntroduction to Linda Montano

8.10pm8.10pm
The 5 Johns of John St.The 5 Johns of John St.  
(Mildred’s Death)(Mildred’s Death)
1990/2024, approx. 52:00min1990/2024, approx. 52:00min

9:10pm—Drinks9:10pm—Drinks

IMAGE IMAGE TheThe  55  JohnsJohns  ofof  JohnJohn  SStt..  ((MildreMildredd’’ss  
Death)Death), Mildred and Linda Montano, , Mildred and Linda Montano, 
ICSA Press, Ananda Ashram, ICSA Press, Ananda Ashram, Monroe, Monroe, 
New York, 1990.New York, 1990.

COLOPHON COLOPHON Torpedo Theater is a long-running, thirty-seat theatre in the heart of Amsterdam’s city centre. Originally founded by Torpedo Theater is a long-running, thirty-seat theatre in the heart of Amsterdam’s city centre. Originally founded by Het ParoolHet Parool, a Dutch national , a Dutch national 
newspaper, the theatre has been committed to the spoken, written and performed word from the beginning. p l a y b i l l  is an event-based project invested newspaper, the theatre has been committed to the spoken, written and performed word from the beginning. p l a y b i l l  is an event-based project invested 
in the presentation of experimental language and text-based artistic works on the (small) stage. It is curated by Martha Jager and Isabelle Sully, designed in the presentation of experimental language and text-based artistic works on the (small) stage. It is curated by Martha Jager and Isabelle Sully, designed 
by Maud Vervenne, and printed by Terry Bleu, Amsterdam. p l a y b i l lby Maud Vervenne, and printed by Terry Bleu, Amsterdam. p l a y b i l l ::  ACT XACT X has been made possible thanks to Monty Mouw, Amsterdams Fonds voor   has been made possible thanks to Monty Mouw, Amsterdams Fonds voor  
de Kunst, Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel Centrum and Mondriaan Fonds.de Kunst, Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel Centrum and Mondriaan Fonds.

Featuring an audio installation  Featuring an audio installation  
by Linda Montanoby Linda Montano

Torpedo Theater, AmsterdamTorpedo Theater, AmsterdamSeptember 20, 2024—Doors at 8pmSeptember 20, 2024—Doors at 8pmLINDA MONTANOLINDA MONTANO


